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bridge and could find a brief respite under cover
of the trees which lined the stream. Advancing
again, they ingeniously discharged flights of rock-
ets and with these novel missiles they not only dis-
organized the militia in front of them but also
stampeded the battery mules. Most of the Ameri-
can army promptly followed the mules and en-
deavored to set a new record for a foot race from
Bladensburg to Washington. The Cabinet mem-
bers and other dignified spectators were swept
along in the rout.

Commodore Joshua Barney and his four hundred
weather-beaten bluejackets declined to join this
speed contest. They were used to rolling decks
and had no aptitude for sprinting, besides which
they held the simple-minded notion that their duty
was to fight. Up to this time they had been held
back by orders and now arrived just as the Ameri-
can lines broke in wild confusion. With them
were five guns which they dragged into position
across the main highway and speedily unlimbered.
The British were hastening to overtake the flee-
ing enemy when they encountered this awkward
obstacle. Three times they charged Barney's bat-
tery and were three times repulsed by sailors and
marines who fought them with muskets, cutlasses,
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